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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS), filed on 02/02/2004, has been placed in the 
application file, and the information referred to therein has been considered as to the merits. 

Specification 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sarbadhikari et 
al. (U.S. Pat. #5,477,264). 

For claim 1, Sarbadhikari discloses an electronic camera (fig. 2), comprising: 
an imaging unit (A) for converting an optical image to image information (col. 5, line 55 
-col. 25); 
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a storing unit (24) for storing information on a frame image ( pre-existing overlay image) 
for printing (col 6, lines 26-66; col. 9, line 51 - col. 10, line 23); and 

an imaging condition modification unit (A/B) for modifying imaging conditions in said 
imaging unit on the basis of the information on the frame image stored in said storing unit (col. 
6, lines 26-66; col. 9, lines 2-27). 

For claim 2, Sarbadhikari discloses the electronic camera, wherein the modification of 
the imaging conditions includes at least one of* modifications of a photometric condition setting, 
a photometric area setting, a setting of adjusted exposure amount, a camera sensitivity setting, an 
exposure condition setting, a change of whether to emit a flash light, a ranging area setting, a 
focus detection frequency setting, a change of whether to use an image stabilizer, a scene mode 
setting, a field angle setting, and an image magnification setting (col. 7, lines 15-50). 

For claim 3, Sarbadhikari discloses the electronic camera, wherein said storing unit stores 
information of a plurality of frame images and has a selection unit for selecting the information 
on the plurality of frame images prior to the imaging (col. 9, lines 2-27). 

For claim 4, Sarbadhikari discloses the electronic camera, wherein said storing unit stores 
the selected information on the frame image in association with the image information obtained 
by said imaging unit (col. 9, lines 2-27). 

For claim 5, Sarbadhikari discloses the electronic camera, further comprising a display 
(30) for displaying the information on the frame images (col. 7, lines 15-50). 

For claim 6, Sarbadhikari discloses an electronic camera (fig. 2), comprising: 

an imaging unit (A) for converting an optical image to image information (col. 5, line 55 
-col. 25); 
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a storing unit (24) for storing information on a frame image ( pre-existing overlay image) 
for printing (col. 6, lines 26-66; col. 9, line 51 - col. 10, line 23); and 

an image processor (18, 20, 22 and 28) for performing image processing of image 
information (col. 6, lines 1 1-52); and 

processing condition modification unit (A/B) for modifying processing conditions of the 
image information obtained by the imaging unit on the basis of the information on the frame 
image stored in said storing unit (col. 6, lines 26-66; col. 9, lines 2-27). 

For claim 7, Sarbadhikari discloses the electronic camera wherein the modification of the 
processing conditions includes at least one of* modifications of a setting of an adjusted exposure 
amount, a post photometric area setting, a post auto white balance area setting, a post 
colorimetric area setting, a gray level correction condition setting, an edge enhancement 
condition setting, and a data compression ratio setting (col. 7, lines 15-50). 

For claim 8, Sarbadhikari discloses the electronic camera wherein said storing unit stores 
information on a plurality of frame images and has a selecting unit for a selecting the information 
on the plurality of frame images before the imaging (col. 9, lines 2-27). 

Claims 9 and 10 are apparatus claims corresponding to apparatus claims 4 and 5, 
respectively. Therefore, apparatus claims 9 and 10 are analyzed and rejected as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 4 and 5, respectively. 

* Note : The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office considers Applicant's "at least one of language 
to be anticipated by any reference containing one of the subsequent corresponding elements. 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 



Moghadam et al. (U.S. Pat. #5,913 5 088) A photographic system includes photographic film 

having a photographic image and digital information 
stored. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carramah J. Quiett whose telephone number is (571) 272-7316. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, NgocYen Vu can be reached on (571) 272-7320. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Takagi (U.S. Pat. #5,486,893) 



A camera has a predicted image display device in 
which image signals are based on different kinds and 
control values are stored. 



Hoyt et al. (U.S. Pat. #6,085,195) 



A computer program product for an interactive public 
kiosk. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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March 17, 2007 
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